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peace. Before Neil passed away he was living
in India, surrounded by family and everything
he loved in life. He was learning meditation,
practicing yoga, and playing any number of
sports every day.

Even though we often measure life in years,
with Neil it is more fitting to measure it in
terms of accomplishments. Everything Neil
did, he did in splendid fashion. After grad-
uating from Clovis West High School in 2003,
he went on to attend the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine, and received a degree in Psy-
chology in 2008. While at U.C. Irvine he was
a member of the Crew team, a researcher in
the Brain Imaging Center, and a great friend
to all his classmates. His success at U.C.
Irvine included receiving a patent for
MEFWAY, and being awarded a 1st place
prize at the Young Investigators Award by the
Society of Nuclear Medicine, in Toronto. He
continued his academic pursuits as a Fulbright
Scholar, attending the Karolinska Institute
where he continued his research in brain im-
aging. Soon after, he attended the University
of Cambridge, in England, on a full scholar-
ship. Neil's most notable accomplishment
however was not academic, but moral—living
compassionately, selflessly, and always think-
ing of those around him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in remembering
Neil for his thirst for life, love of nature, insa-
tiable curiosity, humble spirit, and warm heart.

——

HONORING CAROLE DILLON-
KNUTSON

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Carole Dillon-Knutson of Novato, CA,
who is retiring after 20 years of public office.
She served 16 years on the Novato City
Council and four years on the College of
Mann Board of Trustees, earning the appre-
ciation of her constituents and peers for her
many accomplishments that enhanced the
community’s quality of life.

First elected to the Novato City Council in
1994, Carole is especially proud of significant
projects that she worked with colleagues to
create including the Novato Arts Center, the
Gymnastics Center, several development
projects at the former air field at Hamilton from
a large wetlands restoration to transitional
housing, improvements on Grant Avenue (the
city’s downtown artery), restoration of City
Hall, and refurbishment of the Novato play-
grounds.

Carole also represented the community on
key boards and commissions such as the As-
sociation of Bay Area Government’s Executive
Committee, the North Bay Division of the
League of California Cities (President in
2001), the Marin County Council of Mayors
and Council members (President in 2004), the
Transportation Authority of Marin Executive
Committee, and the Sonoma Marin Area Rail
Transit Agency Board.

Carole says she feels “a deep comfort in
the priorities and accomplishments that | origi-
nally set as my goals: to create a balanced
approach and focus on the quality of life
issues so important to the residents of
Novato.”
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Mr. Speaker, | know Carole-Dillon Knutson
is looking forward to spending more time with
her family, including five grandsons. Please
join me in congratulating her on her years of
service and in wishing her well in her retire-
ment.

———

OPENING REMARKS FOR THE
SCREENING OF THE LAST MOUN-
TAIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following. Thank you for coming this evening
and welcome. | am excited to introduce to you
The Last Mountain and | am proud to host its
screening. It left quite an impression on me
when | saw it and | trust it will do the same
for you.

Scientific research shows that Mountaintop
removal mining is devastating to both the envi-
ronment and the health of Appalachian com-
munities. It has created a water quality crisis
in streams where the debris and spoil from
mining sites have been dumped. It has cre-
ated an environmental crisis for aquatic life in
those streams and for the most biologically di-
verse forests in the world, which are being
systematically destroyed by Mountaintop re-
moval.

Mountaintop removal mining has created a
public health crisis for people depending on
those streams. The research shows that Ap-
palachian residents of areas affected by
mountaintop mining experience significantly
more unhealthy days each year than the aver-
age American; and women who live in areas
with high levels of mountaintop coal mining
are more likely to have low birth-weight infants
and poor birth outcomes.

Not only is mountaintop removal mining en-
vironmentally harmful, but it is actually a job
destroyer, not a job creator. Studies have
shown that mountaintop removal mining has
actually had a negative impact on Appalachian
employment. Because Mountaintop removal
mining relies on enormous machines instead
of individual, skilled miners, the number of
mining jobs needed to produce each ton of
coal has been drastically reduced. Mountain-
top removal mining is essentially eliminating
the miner from coal mining, contributing to a
decrease in mining jobs.

In 1948, there were 126,000 coal-mining
jobs in West Virginia and 169,000,000 tons of
coal mined. In 2010, however, only 20,000 of
these jobs remain despite the fact that almost
the same amount of coal—144,000,000 tons—
had been mined. This job loss did not result
from any regulation. Instead, it occurred be-
cause coal companies themselves have re-
placed workers with machines and explosives.
The evidence is clear: mountaintop removal
mining destroys both mountains and jobs.

Coal mining in general has experienced a
diminishing share of employment in Appa-
lachia as well. The cause is falling demand for
coal. According to the Federal Reserve, the
capacity of already permitted and active coal
mines set an all-time record in 2010, while the
utilization of that capacity was at a 25-year
low. So, while enough permits have been ap-
proved to achieve a new record level of coal
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mine capacity, there is simply not enough de-
mand for all of the coal that these mines can
produce. Demand for coal, or the decision by
consumers to use cleaner, more energy effi-
cient forms of energy, is not something the
EPA controls. It is a decision by made by
electric generating plant operators and inves-
tors. Increasingly, they have chosen to fuel
their power plants with natural gas, rather than
coal.

Just last week, a study in the prestigious
American Economic Review found that the
damage from coal-fired electrical plants costs
more than twice as much as the electricity
they generate. Coal plants wreak $53 billion
worth of damage per year, not considering the
enormous harm from climate change.

The Environmental Protection Agency is in
the process of trying to fulfill its duty to in-
crease scrutiny of Appalachian mountaintop
mining permits. The efforts in the House to un-
dermine the EPA are wrongheaded. | have
fought them on the floor and | have fought
them as Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Affairs, Stimulus
Oversight and Government Spending of the
Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. And | will continue to fight to stop not
only mountaintop mining, but also coal.

Coal-based energy creates ponds of ash
that are so toxic the Department of Homeland
Security will not disclose their locations for
fear of their potential to become a terrorist
weapon; it fouls the air and water with sulfur
oxides, nitrogen oxides, particulates, ozone,
mercury, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons,
and thousands of other toxic compounds that
cause asthma, birth defects, learning disabil-
ities, and pulmonary and cardiac problems
. . . for starters.

In contrast, several times more jobs are
yielded by renewable energy investments than
comparable coal investments. We must redi-
rect the resources of this great nation away
from things like war and counterproductive
spending cuts and toward creating millions of
new jobs in the economic sector of tomorrow;
green energy. | will be introducing a bill to cre-
ate a Works Green Administration which will
harness the innovative power of NASA to help
create, refine, and ready for distribution the
very technologies that put the power in the
hands of the people. It will put people to work
promoting and installing wind and solar micro-
technologies, energy efficiencies, and much
more.

Until then, | hope you enjoy the screening
tonight. Thank you for your interest and for
your time. | look forward to working with you
to save mountains, streams, forests, and liveli-
hoods.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF FATHER
DANIEL G. CAHILL

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Reverend Daniel G. Cahill. On
September 17, 2011, Father Dan will be rec-
ognized as Festival Chieftain at the Irish Fes-
tival at the Jersey Shore in Sea Girt, New Jer-
sey. Father Dan continues to provide out-
standing spiritual guidance for the members of
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the Monmouth County community. His excep-
tional service is highly deserving of this body’s
recognition.

Father Dan, fondly referred to as “Donnie”
by his family and peers, was the third of six
children raised on a small farm in the village
of Gortdarrig, County Kerry in Ireland. At the
age of thirteen, Father Dan was enrolled at St.
Brendan’s Seminary in Killarney, Ireland. His
attendance at this prestigious institution later
influenced his future decision to become a
priest. Upon graduation from St. Brendan'’s,
Father Dan entered All Hallows Seminary Col-
lege in Dublin, Ireland, an organization recog-
nized for preparing men to serve as mis-
sionary priests in foreign countries. During his
time in the Seminary, Father Dan also spent
a summer abroad working in various New Jer-
sey parishes alongside the late Father Thom-
as O’Connor, former Pastor of St. Robert
Bellermine in Freehold, New Jersey. His posi-
tive experience serving in New Jersey later in-
fluenced his decision to accept a position as
a recruit from the Diocese of Trenton. Father
Dan was ordained on June 17, 1973 at the
age of twenty-four. He served for many years
in the parishes of St. Anthony of Padua in
Hightstown, New Jersey and St. Anthony in
Trenton, New Jersey. In 1989 he became the
Pastor of St. Ann’s Church in Browns Mills,
New Jersey. Father Dan currently presides as
Pastor of the Church of St. Ann in Keansburg,
New Jersey and has held this position since
1995.

In addition to his work with the ministry, Fa-
ther Dan provides spiritual guidance to various
Christian organizations, specifically the An-
cient Order of Hibernians, AOH. He served as
the New Jersey State AOH Chaplain for nine-
teen years during which time his outstanding
spiritual leadership assisted the organization
to fulfill their motto of Friendship, Unity and
Christian Charity. He continues to serve as the
Chaplain for the Ancient Order of Hibernians
Pat Torphy Division—Monmouth 2, located in
Middletown, New Jersey, and hosts an annual
mass in recognition of those lost during the
Great Hunger. Father Dan also serves as the
Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus Vincent
T. Lombardi Council.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
congratulating Father Daniel Cahill for receiv-
ing the esteemed title of Festival Chieftain at
the Irish Festival at the Jersey Shore. His ex-
traordinary spiritual leadership continues to
guide Monmouth County Bayshore community,
my district, and the State of New Jersey.

RECOGNIZING ITMC SOLUTIONS,
LLC OF BRISTOW, VA

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize ITMC Solutions, LLC,
of Bristow, Virginia, for its acceptance into the
National Center for the Veteran Institute for
Procurement, VIP.

ITMC Solutions is a woman-owned, veteran-
owned, minority-owned, small business sup-
plier of management consulting and tech-
nology solutions to the federal government,
specializing in identity solutions, program man-
agement, portfolio management and applica-
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tion development, deployment, modernization
and maintenance.

VIP, a program of the Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce, is the country’s first-
ever program to train veteran small business
owners to succeed in the federal contracting
market. VIP has helped more than 200 vet-
eran-owned businesses win government con-
tracts and continues to actively serve veterans
by connecting top executives of veteran
owned small businesses with leaders in gov-
ernment and industry.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to be ac-
cepted into this program and | ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing ITMC Solu-
tions, LLC for its accomplishment.

—

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN)

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, October
10th marked the 100 year anniversary of the
Republic of China (ROC).

And how the ROC has grown over the years
since the 1911 Revolution! The state played a
vital role as a founding member of the United
Nations and contributed to the drafting of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, infus-
ing into it the spirit of Confucianism. And it
drafted the most progressive and democratic
constitution in Asia. And finally, the state
found solid footing on the island of Taiwan in
1949. It has successfully transitioned into a
liberal democracy and become the first demo-
cratic state in an ethnic Chinese society in his-
tory.

Today, the ROC is a model of political and
economic progress for developing nations
around the world. It is a modern and industri-
alized nation, an early adapter and proponent
of a global and interconnected marketplace.
Taiwan, Asia’s first Economic Tiger, embraced
market reforms in the 1950s and quickly
launched some of the best known, and most
efficient, original equipment manufacturers
(OEMSs) that came to serve many U.S. multi-
nationals. Today’s Taiwan is a technology
powerhouse and the island’s firmly entrenched
in the top tier of developed world markets.

And while many other markets turn inwards
when economic times are tough, Taiwan’s al-
most always kept its trade and investment
doors open. A founding member of the Asia
Development Bank in 1966, the ROC on Tai-
wan joined the World Trade Organization
(WTO) in 2001. It further acceded to the
WTO’s Government Procurement Agreement
(GPA) in 2009.

And since 2008, Taiwan President Ma Ying-
jeou has removed many of the longstanding
trade and investment barriers to mainland
China, resulting in Taiwan now best positioned
serving as a global gateway to the Greater
China market. This new outlook culminated in
last year's signing of the Economic and Co-
operation Framework Agreement between Tai-
wan and mainland China. Foreign firms can
now access mainland China’s vast economic
potential from the comfort and safety of a Tai-
wan market that's among the friendliest in the
world to U.S. companies and one that also
values and protects their intellectual property.
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As we celebrate this hundred years of his-
tory, let us recall that the ROC of today has
come about thanks to generations of people
who have fought for social reform and a
democratic future.

And as the Republic of China embarks on a
new century, | hope it will be a model demo-
cratic nation for the world and continue to
grow and prosper. | therefore urge all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Re-
public of China on its 100 years of existence,
Taiwan’s many economic achievements since
1949, and to further support enhanced eco-
nomic relations between the United States and
Taiwan.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,860,324,039,615.03.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,221,898,293,321.23 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF ARTHUR J.
McCLUNG, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of Morehouse Col-
lege’s most distinguished graduates and ac-
complished alumni, Mr. Arthur J. McClung, Jr.
| am very happy to point out that earlier this
year Morehouse College President, Dr. Robert
M. Franklin, presented Mr. McClung with the
school’s Presidential Award of Distinction in
recognition of his many outstanding profes-
sional achievements, unyielding support for his
alma mater and heartfelt philanthropic endeav-
ors.

As a graduate of Morehouse College and as
one who matriculated at Morehouse during the
same period as Mr. McClung, | am very proud
to call him a fellow alumnus and personal
friend. As a dedicated family man, successful
business professional and role model for
young African-American men, Arthur J.
McClung, Jr. has worked tirelessly to effec-
tively balance his multitude of roles of being a
loving husband, committed father, skillful sen-
ior executive and dedicated community leader.

Arthur J. McClung, Jr. is a native of Colum-
bus, Georgia, the perennial site of this week-
end’s 76th Annual Tuskegee-Morehouse Foot-
ball Classic. This classic is one of our nation’s
longest running football rivalries and Mr.
McClung, Jr. along with his father, the late Ar-
thur “A.J.” McClung, Sr., have played instru-
mental roles in this beloved event's ongoing
success. The stadium that has hosted this
game since its inception is named in honor of
the late A.J. McClung, Sr.
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